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Verb +verb patterns 

In English, if you want to follow a verb with another action, you must use a gerund or infinitive. For 

example: 

We resumed talking. (gerund – verb + ing) 

I want to see a movie. (infinitive – to + base verb) 

There are certain verbs that can only be followed by one or the other, and these verbs must be 

memorized. Many of these verbs are listed below. 

Common verbs followed by a gerund: 

Example: He misses playing with his friends. 

abhor detest finish appreciate 

avoid 

be worth 

can’t help 

celebrate 

confess 

consider 

defend 

delay 

permit 

picture 

discontinue 

discuss 

dislike 

 

 

 



Common verbs followed by an infinitive: 

Example: She threatened to quit if she didn't get a raise. 

Verbs followed by a gerund or infinitive with a change in meaning: 

1.forget I forgot to meet him. 

(I didn’t meet him because I forgot to do it.) 

I forgot meeting him. 

(I don’t have the memory of meeting him before.) 

2.went  on He went on to learn English and French. 

(He ended one period of time before this.) 

He went on learning English and French. 

(He continued learning the languages.) 

3. Quit She quit to work here. 

(She quit another job in order to work here.) 

She quit working here. 

(She quit her job here. She doesn’t work here anymore.) 

4. regret I regret promising to help you. 

(I’m sorry that I made the promise.) 

I regret to tell you that we can't hire you. 

(I’m telling you now, and I’m sorry.) 

5. Remember She remembered to visit her grandmother. 

(She didn’t forget to visit.) 

She remembered visiting her grandmother. 

(She had memories of this time.) 

6. stop I stopped to call you. 

(I interrupted another action in order to call you.) 

I stopped calling you. 

(I stopped this activity. Maybe we had a fight.) 

7. Try I tried to open the window. 

(I attempted this action but didn’t succeed.) 

I tried opening the window. 

(This was one option I sampled. Maybe the room was hot.) 



 

Connectors of Addition and Contrast 

Read the pairs of sentences below. Which pair expresses similar ideas? Which pair expresses 

contrasting ideas?  

        1. Their team has got the best players. Moreover, their coach is fantastic.         

 

        2. Their team has got the best players. Nevertheless, they lost the last game.  

 

            CONNECTORS OF ADDITION: in addition, furthermore, moreover, as well as, also, and 

 

               CONNECTORS OF CONTRAST: however, nevertheless, on the one hand / on the other hand, in 

spite of / despite, although /even though, but 

                                                                          

Choose the correct connector from the list  given  above 

        1. Lorena seems to be quite clever. ......., she often gets low marks. 

 

        2. The service at this restaurant is excellent. .........., the food is delicious.  

      

        3. I've never been to Argentina, ........ .having relatives there.  

  

        4. Jordan is a careful driver. .........., he’s had several accidents.  

  

        5. Cristina loves playing sport, ........ she’s not very good at it.   

  

        6. Anna is talented at music.......... art.  

  

Some connectors have got similar meanings but are followed by different structures. Despite and in 

spite of are followed by a noun phrase or a gerund. 

                                   We did not wear coats despite the cold weather. 

                                   I tried to look happy in spite of feeling terrible.  

 



        Even though and although are followed by a clause. 

  

                                   My car constantly needs repairs even though it’s new. 

                                   My cousin and I aren’t very close, although we’re the same age. 

         

Rewrite the following statements using  the correct connector from the list given above. 

        1. We're studying now .     an interesting film on TV. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

        2. I’d like to talk to you.   I know you’re busy. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

        3.   Her efforts, she failed the exam. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

        4.  We were having difficulties, we felt optimistic. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

        5. We didn’t win the game  all  our hard work. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Connectors are usually written in specific places in a sentence 

        At the beginning of a sentence: in addition, furthermore, moreover, however, nevertheless, on 

the one hand, on the other hand. 

        Either at the beginning or in the middle: despite, in spite of, although, even though. 

        Only in the middle of a sentence: and, but, also, as well as 

  

 Rewrite the following sentences using the connector in brackets. 

 

1. Isabel apologized several times. Nevertheless, Pau wouldn’t speak to her. (but) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. We decided to walk even though it was raining. (in spite of) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



3. Roger works very hard to help his parents. He’s also a good student. (In addition) (Two different 

sentences) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

4. I’m keen on Ice cream. In addition, I’m keen on chocolate. (as well as) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. You’re late again. Furthermore, you haven’t brought your books. (and) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

   6. On the one hand, I’d love to come. On the other hand, I really haven’t got the time. (However) 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   ---          

7. Rome is a great place to visit, but it has got terrible traffic problems. (despite) 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         

 

                                                    Verb +verb patterns  

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in brackets. 

 

1. Terry has decided       (look for) a new job. 

        2.   Will you two please stop   (argue)? I'm trying to work. 

        3.   Jill's hair looks nice. Has she had it   (cut)? 

        4. Did you leave the cooker on? I can smell something burn). 

        5. It’s Tom's birthday today. Did you remember (post) his card? 

        6. Could you let me (know) what time the meeting starts? 

        7. What do you enjoy (do) in your spare time? 

         8. The teacher told the students (meet) at the station at 9 a.m. 

 

Choose the right particle (up or down) 

1. Please, slow----------------. Why are you driving so fast? 

2. I think you should give------------------ smoking. 

3. It is not surprising that she is a champion now. She took-------------- tennis at the age of ten. 

4. The victims felt that the justice system has let them------------------ 

5. Can you pick me-------------- at the airport at six o'clock? 



6. Please, write--------------- your email address next to your name. 

7. You have to tidy--------------- your room. 

8. I’m too tired to put with any nonsense. 

9. Please, turn--------------- the music. I can't concentrate on my work. 

10. Things seemed to be looking--------------- at last. 


